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My  Annual  Report  for  igog  will  be  arranged  rather  differently  to  my 
usual  plan,  in  response  to  a memorandum  from  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  on  the  subject . 


PHYSICAL  FEATURES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  general  character  of  the  district  would  be  described  as  an 
undulating  surface,  the  River  Avon  running  very  nearly  through 
the  centre  from  North  to  South,  and  contributory  streams  jointing 
it  in  its  course  to  the  sea,  thus  showing  a series  of  moderate  hills, 
uplands  and  valleys.  The  soils  are  chiefly  alluvial  along  the 
course  of  the  river  and  streams,  on  a more  or  less  deep  bed  of 
gravel,  gravel  subsoil  being  the  predominant  feature  of  the  district, 
with  chalk  subsoil  as  the  district  approaches  the  Wiltshire  Downs. 
The  streams  are  swift  running,  drainage  through  the  gravel  is 
good,  so  accounting  for  our  great  immunity  from  Typhoid  Fever 
and  allied  diseases.  The  district  is  absolutely  Rural,  two-fifths 
being  New  Forest  and  another  two-fifths  Down  land,  the  remaining 
one-fifth  being  the  more  thickly  populated  part  lying  along  the 
course  of  the  Avon  and  other  streams 

OCCUPATIONS. 

Almost  entirely  agricultural.  I do  not  consider  that  the  Public 
Health  is  in  any  way  affected  by  any  commercial  undertaking. 

AREA  AND  POPULATION. 

The  area,  approximately  29,300  acres,  has  not  varied  since  my 
last  report,  and  the  population  remains  very  much  the  same, 
although,  owing  to  more  building  of  cottages  and  small  villas 
round  about  Fordingbridge  itself,  the  population  of  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  the  town  increases,  and  that  of  some  of  the 
outlying  hamlets  decreases  from  year  to  year,  owing  to  agricultural 
depression. 


BIRTHS  AND  BIRTH-RATE. 

During  the  Year  1909  there  have  been  registered  ipi  Births , 
exactly  the  same  number  as  in  1908,  74  being  males  and  67  females, 
compared  with  67  males  and  74  females  in  1908.  It  is  a strange 
coincidence  that  the  number  of  Births  is  the  same  for  the  two 
years,  and  that  the  number  of  males  and  females  respectively  is 
exactly  reversed  for  the  two  years.  This  number  is  I4’2  below 
the  average  for  the  last  ten  years.  It  is  also  2’i  below  the  average 
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Birth-rate  per  1,000  for  the  past  ten  years,  23  as  against  25'  1. 
As  noted  in  last  year’s  Report  the  Birth-rate  was  the  lowest 
recorded  for  the  past  23  years,  and  although  the  rate  for  1909  is 
the  same  as  for  1908,  we  have  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  that  it  is 
not  lower  still.  As  is  usually  the  case  in  this  district,  the  number 
of  males  exceed  that  of  the  females.  Six  of  the  Births  were 
illegitimate,  as  against  12  in  1908  and  11  in  1907.  It  is  satisfactory 
to  note  that  the  number  is  rather  below  than  above  the  average. 

DEATHS  AND  DEATH-RATES. 

During  the  Year  1909,  80  Deaths  from  all  causes  were 
registered,  as  against  92  in  1908  and  91  in  1907. 

This  shows  a Death-rate  of  i3'05  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
which  is  estimated  at  about  6,130  souls.  This  Death-rate  is  ’15 
lower  than  the  average  for  the  past  ten  years,  and  is  the  second 
lowest  record  for  5 years.  The  much  lighter  Death-rate,  and  the 
stationary  Birth-rate,  make  the  vital  statistics  for  the  year  1909 
more  favourable  than  for  some  time  past.  As  is  often  to  be 
noticed,  the  cold  damp  summer  has  affected  the  health  of  the 
district  favourably,  as  shown  by  a total  absence  of  Deaths  from 
Diarrhoea  and  allied  diseases  on  Table  IV.  47  of  the  deaths 
occurred  in  the  first  half  of  the  year,  and  33  in  the  second  half. 
As  is  usual,  the  first  half  of  the  year  was  more  fatal  than  the  second 
half.  The  six  healthiest  months  appear  to  be — October,  with  3 
deaths  ; August  and  September,  with  4 deaths  each  ; and  February, 
June  and  November,  with  5 deaths  each.  The  other  months  in 
order  of  highest  mortality  show  March  with  12  deaths,  April  with 
10,  July  w ith  9,  January  and  December  with  8 deaths  each,  and 
May  with  7 deaths.  The  first  three  months  of  the  year  show  25 
deaths,  the  second  three  months  22  deaths,  the  third  three  months 
17  deaths,  and  the  fourth  three  months  16  deaths,  so  that  the  health 
of  the  district  seems  to  have  improved  as  the  year  wrent  on.  Only 
one  uncertified  death  is  reported,  in  an  infant  who  lived  fifteen 
minutes.  There  is  no  return  of  still-births  available. 

COMMENTS  ON  THE  DEATH-RATES. 

Of  the  80  Deaths,  38  were  males,  42  females.  32  wrere  Jo  years 
or  over  that  age  (11  males,  21  females),  16  being  80 years  or  over 
(4  males,  12  females),  and  3 attained  to  over  go  years  (1  male, 
2 females).  The  32  over  70  years  of  age  averaged  79*4  years 

each;  the  n males  averaged  77*9  years  each,  and  the  21  females 

averaged  80^4  years  each.  Contrary  to  the  usual  rule,  the  average 
age  ot  the  females  exceeds  that  of  the  males. 

16  were  between  60  and  jo  years  of  age  (7  males,  9 females). 

5 were  between  50  and  60  years  of  age  (2  males,  3 females). 

9 wrere  between  go  and  jo  years  of  age  (7  males,  2 females). 
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2 were  between  jo  and  40  years  of  age  (1  male,  1 female). 

3 were  between  20  and  jo  years  of  age  (2  males,  1 female). 

4 were  between  10  and  20  years  of  age  (3  males,  1 female). 

1 was  between  5 and  10 years  of  age  (1  female). 

2 were  below  5 and  above  1 year  of  age  (both  males). 

The  mortality  below  1 year  of  age  amounts  to  6 (3  males  and  3 
females). 

38  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  were  at  the  two  extremes  of 
life,  and  54  of  the  80  deaths  were  below  1 year  and  above  60  years 
of  age,  leaving  26  deaths  to  be  distributed  over  the  intervening  59 
years.  The  number  who  lived  to  be  over  70  years  of  age  was 
9 more  than  in  1908,  and  the  mortality  between  50  and  70  years  of 
age  was  21,  as  against  30  in  1908,  so  that  the  vitality  of  the  district 
is  greatly  improved,  compared  with  1908. 

Infantile  Mortality. — The  rate  per  1,000  of  Births  for  the 
district  for  the  ten  years,  1899-1908,  is  89T,  and  the  similar  rate 
for  the  past  year  is  42*5 — the  lowest  infantile  death-rate  for  a long 
time.  Five  of  the  six  deaths  occur  under  Section  iii.,  “ Wasting 
Diseases,”  in  Table  V. 

I know  of  no  special  influence  affecting  infantile  mortality  in  the 
district.  I think  the  nurses  are  as  careful  as  one  can  expect,  and 
there  is  no  injurious  occupation  amongst  pregnant  women  which  is 
likely  to  affect  unborn  children.  There  are  no  special  efforts  made 
to  reduce  Infantile  Mortality,  nor  do  they  seem  called  for,  as  the 
usual  mortality  does  not  strike  one  as  more  than  might  be  reason- 
ably expected.  The  Notification  of  Births  Act  is  not  enforced, 
and  there  seems  little  need  for  it  here. 

Zymotic  Death-rate. — In  the  year  1909,  2 deaths  occurred,  1 
from  Typhoid  and  1 from  Diphtheria.  During  the  ten  years, 
1900-1909,  the  total  number  of  deaths  in  the  district  from  Zymotic 
Diseases  has  been  48,  or  at  the  rate  of  4*8  per  year.  During  that 
period,  deaths  from  Small  Pox  and  Scarlet  Fever  have  been  totally 
absent,  and  the  48  deaths  mentioned  are  distributed  as  follows : — 

Measles,  8 deaths. 

Whooping  Cough,  20  deaths  (13  occurring  in  the  year  1908, 

and  6 in  the  year  1902). 

Croup,  Diphtheria,  &*c.,  17  deaths  (5  occurring  in  the  year 
I9°5)- 

Enteric,  3 deaths. 

One  sees  that  from  these  statistics  Zymotic  Diseases  is  at  present 
not  a serious  factor  in  the  death-rate  of  the  district,  and  with  the 
exception  of  Whooping  Cough,  the  epidemics  when  they  have 
occurred  are  comparatively  light  as  regards  fatal  consequences. 
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Influenza  Death-rate. — In  the  year  1909,  2 deaths  occurred 
from  this  disease. 

During  the  10  years,  1900-1909,  25  deaths  have  been  attributed 
to  this  disease,  and  it  is  strange  that  whereas  7 were  recorded  in 
1900,  there  were  no  more  till  1905,  and  some  have  been  recorded 
each  year  since. 

1900  1901  1902  1903  1904  1905  1906  1907  1908  1909 

7 — — — — 3 5 7 1 . 2 

It  is  further  noticeable  that  the  death-rate  due  to  other  Respiratory 
Diseases  is  in  direct  relation  to  that  due  to  Influenza,  being 
heavier  when  that  is  heavier. 

Ca7icer  Death-rate. — For  the  year  1909  was  7. 

During  the  10  years,  1900-1909,  72  deaths  were  recorded,  an 
average  of  7*2  per  year.  There  have  never  been  less  than  6 deaths 
in  the  year,  and  once  10  occurred. 

1900  1901  1902  1903  1904  1905  1906  1907  1908  1909 

676  10  696787 

I do  not  know  that  one  can  say  that  Cancer  is  on  the  increase, 
but  it  is  certainly  not  on  the  decrease  in  the  district. 

Tuberculous  Death-rate. — For  the  year  1909  was  10  (Phthisis 
[PH.],  7;  other  Tubercle  [OR.],  3). 

During  the  10  years,  1900-1909,  79  deaths  were  recorded  under 
this  heading,  59  being  due  to  Phthisis  Pulmonalis,  and  20  to 
other  Tuberculous  affections,  an  average  of  7^9  per  annum. 

1900  1901  1902  1903  J904  1905  1906  1907  1908  1909 

PH.  OR.  PH.  OR.  PH.  OR.  PH.  OR.  PH.  OR.  PH.  OR.  PH.  OR.  PH.  OR.  PH.  OR.  PH.  OR. 

53523-44626  1 839-8273 

Although  the  rational  treatment  of  Tucerculosis  gains  ground 
every  year,  and  the  opposition  to  fresh  air  and  cleanliness 
decreases,  yet,  as  seen  above,  the  death-rate  has  increased  rather 
than  diminished  during  the  latter  years  of  the  above  decade. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases. — For  the  year  1909  the  death-rate 
was  11. 

This  heading  includes  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  Pleurisy,  &c. 

During  the  10  years,  1900-1909,  119  deaths  have  been  recorded 
under  this  heading,  an  average  of  ii'9  per  annum.  Bronchitis 
accounted  for  60,  Pneumonia  55,  Pleurisy  2,  and  Other  Respira- 
tory Diseases  2.  One  notices  how  very  nearly  equal  the  number 
of  deaths  from  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  are  ; and  as  I remarked 
before,  an  Influenzal  year  shows  a marked  increase  in  the 
Respiratory  Death-rate. 

1900  1901  1902  1903  1904  1905  1906  T907  1908  1909 

23  12  16  8 6 9 11  14  9 11 
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PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

During  the  past  year,  we  have  a grand  total  of  51  cases  of 
Notifiable  Diseases,  and  of  this  total  Diphtheria  and  Erysipelas 
account  for  19  each,  Scarlet  Fever  accounts  for  8,  Enteric  Fever 
for  4,  and  Phthisis  for  1. 

Diphtheria. — This  disease  was  hanging  round  the  part  of  the 
district  on  the  Ashley  Walk  edge  of  the  Forest  for  most  of  the 
year,  and  15  of  the  19  recorded  cases  occurred  at  Godshill,  1 at 
Woodgreen  (which  was  the  only  fatal  one),  and  1 at  South 
Charford ; the  other  2 cases  occurred  in  or  near  Fordingbridge. 

We  tried  in  vain  to  find  the  cause  of  the  outbreak  at  Godshill, 
but  I firmly  believe  it  started  in  the  Infants’  School  at  Godshill, 
and  I was  so  convinced  of  this  that  I had  the  School  closed.  We 
also  used  the  serum  freely  as  a curative  and  preventive  measure. 

Erysipelas. — The  19  cases  notified  were  all  of  the  mild  form, 
sporadic,  and  none  fatal. 

Scarlet  Fever. — This  disease  was  very  prevalent  at  Ringwood, 
and  one  or  two  of  the  8 cases  notified  most  probably  came  from 
there.  It  appeared  as  though  there  was  going  to  be  an  outbreak 
in  Fordingbridge,  but  we  took  strong  measures  to  enforce  isolation, 
and  the  disease  disappeared  in  about  six  weeks,  only  5 cases 
occurring  in  the  Town.  One  case,  at  a dairy  farm,  had  been  over- 
looked, and  when  I heard  of  it,  I immediately  visited  and  inspected 
the  premises,  and  stopped  the  supply  of  milk  till  everything  was 
safe.  No  deaths  occurred. 

Enteric  Fever. — Four  isolated  cases  were  reported,  2 in  one 
village.  One  death  occurred.  Every  possible  precaution  was 
taken,  and  specimens  of  water  analysed,  but  no  cause  could  be 
found.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  difficult  to  determine  whether  a case 
is  actually  Enteric  without  Widal’s  reaction  or  some  other 
recognised  test;  some  cases  of  Diarrhoea  and  other  Bowel  Trouble 
often  seem  to  simulate  Enteric  Fever. 

Phthisis. — One  solitary  case  was  reported,  as  a result  of  the 
Notification  of  Phthisis  Act.  It  is  utterly  absurd  for  the  notifica- 
tion of  this  disease  to  be  decided  by  the  fact  of  the  patient  being  a 
Pauper  or  not,  and  nothing  can  be  done  to  really  cope  with  the 
disease  until  its  notification  is  as  compulsory  as  that  of  Scarlet 
Fever  or  Diphtheria,  without  distinction  of  class  or  position  of 
patient.  I know  of  a house  where  three  people  have  died  of  the 
disease  in  the  past  eight  years  ; none  of  the  cases  were  notifiable, 
and  although  I pointed  out  the  necessity  of  having  the  house 
thoroughly  cleansed,  I did  not  find  that  I was  able  to  enforce  my 
views,  owing  to  the  present  state  of  the  law. 
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N ON-NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

The  district  has  been  peculiarly  free  of  these  during  the  year. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASE  PREVENTION. 

Methods  of  dealing  with  Infectious  Disease 

S?nall  Pox  and  Vaccination. — This  safeguard  is  steadily  falling 
into  desuetude,  thanks  to  the  “ conscience  clause  ” and  other 
weakness  of  the  present  Vaccination  Act.  Such  vaccination  as  is 
done,  is,  I believe,  satisfactory,  but  it  is  fast  becoming  the  fashion 
not  to  have  the  baby  vaccinated,  because  it  is  not  necessary  by 
law,  and  of  course  neglect  of  the  operation  saves  some  present 
trouble. 

Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria. — On  the  notification  of  a case, 
I instruct  my  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  and  he  visits  and  inspects 
the  premises,  and  gives  the  householder  a handbill  showing  the 
necessary  precautions  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease.  At 
the  end  of  the  period  of  infection,  the  Inspector  himself  superin- 
tends the  disinfection  of  the  premises  with  brimstone,  and  gives 
instructions  for  subsequent  cleaning  and  free  ventilation. 

Puerperal  Fever. — Is  very  uncommon  in  the  district.  I believe 
strict  antiseptic  precautions  are  taken  by  medical  men  and 
midwives. 

Acute  Lung  Disease. — I have  referred  to  this  subject  under  the 
heading  of  Phthisis.  I am  always  preaching  fresh  air  and 
plenty  of  it, 

Notification. — This  works  smoothly  in  the  district. 

Isolation  Hospital. — -There  is  none  in  the  district.  The 
Isolation  Hut  has  lately  been  put  into  a thorough  state  of  repair, 
as  it  was  found  to  be  very  wanting,  when  required  for  a case  in 
the  Spring.  It  could  accommodate  4 cases,  or  perhaps  more,  at 
the  same  time. 

Up  to  the  present,  all  infectious  disease,  except  Small  Pox 
(one  case  has  occurred  in  the  24  years  that  I have  been  Medical 
Officer  of  Health),  is  isolated  and  treated  where  it  occurs,  and  I 
am  bound  to  say  that  when  once  the  case  has  come  under  our 
supervision,  it  is  very  seldom  that  other  cases  result.  The  sick 
room  is  cut  off  from  the  rest  of  the  house  by  a wet  carbolised 
cloth,  and  after  the  period  of  infection  is  over,  the  premises  are 
treated  as  noted  under  “ SCARLET  FEVER.” 

Bacteriological  Work. — It  is  a great  boon  that  one  is  now  able 
to  have  swabs  examined,  as  arranged  by  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 


7 

Tuberculosis — As  to  Notification,  see  my  remarks  under 
Phthisis. 

There  is  no  Sanatorium  in  the  district,  and  patients  are  only  got 
into  such  institutions  by  private  means. 

I believe  the  District  Council  are  contemplating  the  exhibition 
notices  as  to  the  “ Spitting  Nuisance.” 

Schools. — The  following  is  a list  of  Schools  in  the  District : — 
Fordingbridge  (Church  and  Roman  Catholic),  Breamore,  Hale, 
Godshill,  Whitsbury,  Rockbourne,  Martin,  Damerham,  Hyde. 

These  are  periodically  visited  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances, 
and  their  sanitary  state  inquired  into.  Their  condition  has  much 
improved  of  late  years,  since  I have  got  the  pail  system  instituted 
instead  of  the  vault  system,  which  was  universal  before.  I believe 
only  one  School  in  the  district  has  a vault  system  now.  The 
water  supply  is  good  in  most  cases,  although  I hear  that  the 
Whitsbury  School  Authorities  are  having  trouble  over  their  water 
supply  with  the  Education  Department.  I also  believe  that  the 
children  at  Fordingbridge  Church  Schools  drink  from  the  brook, 
although  there  is  an  adequate  supply  of  pump  water,  and  further, 
that  the  town  drain  opens  into  the  stream,  close  to  where  the 
children  drink.  I have  spoken  repeatedly  about  this,  and  the 
authorities  have  endeavoured  to  stop  it,  but  the  children  persist  in 
drinking  the  water.  I think  the  drain  should  be  carried  down  the 
stream  in  closed  pipes,  right  away  from  where  the  children  can 
get  at  the  water. 

In  the  event  of  infectious  disease  breaking  out  in  a School, 
special  means  are  taken  to  disinfect  and  cleanse  the  School,  and 
should  the  disease  assume  threatening  dimensions,  the  Schools  are 
closed  for  a period. 

HOUSE  ACCOMMODATION. 

There  is  a steady  improvement  in  this  direction  in  the  district, 
the  old  dilapidated  houses  are  steadily  disappearing  and  new 
cottages  taking  their  place.  A sanitary  census  of  the  whole 
district  is  in  progress,  and  on  reference  to  the  subjoined  Report  of 
the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  we  see  that  no  houses,  so  far,  have 
been  found  unfit  for  habitation,  and  that  only  three  cases  of  over- 
crowding have  been  noted,  two  of  which  have  been  abated.  There 
are  very  few  wooden  buildings  in  the  district.  There  are  a certain 
number  of  migratory  gipsies,  in  the  Forest  district  chiefly,  who 
live  both  in  vans  and  tents,  and  there  is  very  little  jurisdiction 
over  these,  for  they  are  here  to-day  and  gone  to-morrow.  Taken  as 
a whole  they  seem  to  be  remarkably  healthy ; and  it  is  practically 
impossible  to  get  them  to  inhabit  houses.  There  is  no  other 
migratory  population.  Vaccination  amongst  the  gipsies  was 
practically  a dead  letter,  long  before  the  repeal  of  the  Compulsory 
Vaccination  Act. 
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There  is  no  supervision  over  the  erection  of  new  houses,  beyond 
the  compulsory  supply  of  good  water.  But  the  adoption  of  some 
building  bye-laws  is  urgently  needed,  and  the  absence  of  such 
causes  a difficulty  in  dealing  with  the  sanitary  arrangements  of 
many  of  the  new  houses. 

There  has  been  no  action  taken  under  the  Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes  Act,  and  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  need 
for  such  action. 

EXCREMENT  AND  REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

The  Refuse  Collection  in  Fordingbridge  seems  to  be  in  a very 
satisfactory  state  now,  a collection  being  made  three  times  a week, 
by  means  of  a watertight  iron  cart.  This  cart  takes  away  any 
solid  or  semi-solid  refuse  and  deposits  it  out  in  the  fields  away 
from  human  habitation. 

There  is  still  need  for  uniform  watertight  dust  or  sanitary  pails, 
although  the  nuisance  caused  by  other  receptacles  is  nothing  like 
so  bad  as  it  was  two  or  three  years  ago. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

The  commonest  means  of  disposal  in  the  district  is  by  means  of 
cesspools,  which  are  periodically  emptied  at  night.  But  I am 
continually  advocating  the  substitution  of  earth  for  water  closets, 
especially  now  that  we  have  an  efficient  refuse  collection.  So  far 
as  he  has  gone,  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  finds  house  drainage  in 
the  neighbourhood  fairly  satisfactory.  There  are  no  sewage  works 
in  the  district. 

POLLUTION  OF  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

There  has  been  a very  marked  improvement  in  this  direction 
during  the  last  two  or  three  years,  since  the  District  Council  have 
taken  the  matter  up,  and  given  householders  notice  to  abate 
nuisances  caused  in  this  way,  and  have  had  notices  posted  through 
the  district  forbidding  the  deposit  of  all  rubbish,  etc.,  in  the  river 
and  streams.  I do  not  think  there  is  much  to  complain  of  now, 
although  the  water  is  bound  to  be  polluted  whenever  there  is  a 
heavy  rain,  as  all  the  surface  water  from  the  road  and  land 
adjoining  the  river  flows  into  it. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

This  is  chiefly  due  to  springs  throughout  the  district,  wells 
ranging  from  8 to  40,  50  or  more  feet  deep.  Taken  as  a whole,  the 
water  supply  throughout  the  district  is  good  as  to  quality  and 
quantity.  A great  many  of  the  wells  show  a considerable 
quantity  of  iron.  There  is  no  Water  Company. 
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Enteric  Fever,  due  to  local  water  contamination,  is  almost 
unknown  in  the  district.  So  much  of  the  subsoil  is  gravel,  that  the 
water  is  thoroughly  filtered  before  it  gets  to  the  wells ; and  very 
little  of  the  water  supply  is  drawn  from  surface  water. 

Every  new  water  supply  is  brought  to  me  for  rough  tests  as  to 
wholesomeness  before  the  Council  grants  its  certificate. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  Milk  Supply  in  the  district  is  good,  and  there  has  been  no 
cause  to  associate  Tuberculosis  with  milk,  to  my  knowledge. 

The  Dairies,  Cow-sheds,  and  Milkshops  Order  (1885),  has 
been  adopted  through  the  district  since  January  1st,  1909,  and 
under  this  Order  I have,  in  company  with  the  Inspector  of 
Nuisances,  inspected  every  Dairy  and  Cowshed  in  the  district 
which  was  liable  under  the  Order.  These  amounted  to  57,  and 
we  found  defects  in  two,  which  have  been  remedied.  We  found 
the  water  supply  good,  and  1 noticed  a marked  improvement  since 
our  inspection  began  three  years  ago. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

Four  Slaughter-houses  exist;  they  are  all  periodically  inspected, 
and  their  condition  is  satisfactory. 

LODGING-HOUSES. 

There  are  no  houses  which  actually  come  under  this  description. 
One  or  two  houses  where  travellers  occasionally  stay  are  inspected 
periodically. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  six  in  the  district,  which  are  periodically  inspected, 
and  whitewashing,  etc.,  is  carried  out  satisfactory. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

These  are  very  few  in  the  district.  Such  as  there  are  are 
periodically  inspected,  and  their  condition  is  satisfactory.  The 
only  large  factory,  Neave’s  Farinaceous  Food  Works,  has  a proper 
outside  fire  escape. 

CANAL  BOATS— Nil. 

VAN  DWELLINGS. 

Only  gipsies,  referred  to  before. 

BYE-LAWS  in  use. 

Water  Supply.  Dairy  and  Cow-sheds  Order,  1885. 

When  necessary,  the  District  Council  serve  offenders  with 
notice  to  abate  a nuisance  which  may  exist  under  these,  and  if  the 
notice  is  not  complied  with,  the  offender  is  summoned  before  the 
local  Magisterial  Bench. 

As  before  mentioned,  there  is  urgent  need  for  the  adoption  of 
some  Building  Bye-laws. 
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ADOPTIVE  ACTS  in  use. 

None  have  been  adopted. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  INOUIRIES  IN  AREA. 

The  only  such  inquiry  during  my  24  years  term  of  office,  was 
the  one  concerning  the  duties  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  which 
took  place  two  years  ago,  with  the  result  that  a new  Inspector  of 
Nuisances  was  appointed  to  give  the  equivalent  of  three  days  a 
week  to  the  duties,  it  being  apparent  that  there  is  not  sufficient 
work  in  the  district  for  a whole  time  Inspector.  The  Sanitary 
Census  of  the  district  is  the  result  of  this  inquiry. 

NUISANCES. 

I would  point  out  the  necessity  of  keeping  the  non-contamination 
of  the  river  and  contributory  streams  before  the  public.  Much  has 
been  done  in  the  past  three  years,  but  the  public  easily  forget,  and 
nuisances  are  apt  to  recur  if  the  subject  is  not  kept  before  their 
notice. 

SUMMARY. 

(1)  At  the  time  of  closing  my  Report,  the  only  subject  really 
before  the  Council  is  the  adoption  of  Building  Bye-laws ; this 
subject  is  in  abeyance,  as  a New  Council  is  about  to  be  elected, 
but  I sincerely  hope  that  the  matter  will  not  be  lost  sight  of. 

(2)  I have  no  special  improvement  made  in  the  last  three  years 
to  notice,  except  the  adoption  of  the  Dairy  and  Cow-sheds  Order, 
the  much  greater  efficiency  of  the  Refuse  Collection,  and  the 
diminished  Pollution  of  the  River. 

(3)  Improvements  required  — An  Isolation  Hospital  would  be 
useful,  sometimes,  but  there  is  not  sufficient  infectious  disease  for 
this  district  to  support  one,  and  it  would  be  much  more  satisfactory 
for  two  or  three  adjoining  districts  to  have  one. 

At  the  present  time,  the  health  of  the  district  is  good,  and 
beyond  a rapidly  decreasing  epidemic  of  Influenza,  it  is  absolutely 
free  of  Infectious  Disease.  So  far  as  I can  judge,  the  sanitary 
work  of  the  district  is  in  a very  satisfactory  state. 

HERBERT  V.  RAKE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Rural  District  Council 
of  the  Fordingbridge  Union. 


March  19th,  1910. 


